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March 3, 2009

BYLAW AMENDMENT 

GENERAL MEETING, MARCH 27, 2009

PROPOSED BYLAW AMENDMENT

1.  BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Bylaws be amended by adding the following after

section 14 of Part A of Bylaw No. 8:

“15.  The Public Section is established.”

Association Executive
Sponsor’s Rationale:

Pursuant to Bylaw No. 8, Part A, the Public Boards Caucus, on behalf of boards that are members of the Caucus, made an application to the Executive in January, 2009.  The Executive considered the application at its meeting on February 12 & 13, 2009.  Bylaw No. 8 sets out the purpose of a Section and the powers and duties of a Section.  In its consideration of an application for establishment of a Section, the Executive is authorized by the bylaw to specify terms and conditions, including terms of reference, of a Section that it recommends to be established.

The Executive passed the following motion with respect to its consideration of the application:

THAT the Executive recommends establishment of a Public Section on the following terms and conditions:

Membership:

Boards of education, other than boards of separate school divisions  and the Conseil scolaire fransaskois, are eligible to be members of the Public Section.

The Public Section may assess membership fees to fund the cost of operations of the Section.

Terms of reference: 

Boards of education that are eligible to join the Public Section share the distinctive position in the public education framework in Saskatchewan of being required to provide educational services to all children regardless of religion or language.  Education provided by boards of public school divisions is inclusive. Eligibility to serve on boards of public school divisions is inclusive regardless of religion or language.  The Executive approves the following terms of reference for the Public Section:

1. To advocate on education issues that are distinctive to or that have implications distinctive for Public Section boards and supplement the Association’s advocacy;

2. To communicate to the public the importance and value of education provided in public school divisions;

3. To clearly voice the implications unique to boards of education of public school divisions of government policies and decisions that have a different impact than the impact on other publicly funded boards of education and the Conseil scolaire fransaskois;

and,

THAT the Executive sponsor a bylaw amendment to establish the Public Section;

and.

THAT a general meeting be held during the March, 2009 General Assembly for the purpose of voting on that bylaw amendment.
The content of the Executive motion conveys the terms and conditions of the establishment of a Public Section.

The distinctive position of eligible boards articulated in the application is:  “The Public education system in Canada and in Saskatchewan differs from private and minority schools and education systems because it is mandated to provide access to all in both its school programs and in the governance of its system.”  The requirement to be inclusive of all children presents challenges and issues for those boards that differ from separate school boards or the Conseil scolaire fransaskois. 
Membership of eligible boards of education in a Section is voluntary.  A Section must act within the terms of reference approved by the Executive.  A Section’s terms of reference must relate directly to the unique legal status or distinctive position of boards of education that are eligible to comprise the Section. Please see Bylaw No. 8, Part A for the parameters of a Section’s activities.

If the membership adopts the proposed bylaw amendment, the Public Section would be established effective the day after the March General Assembly (Bylaw No. 13, section 7: bylaw amendments take effect on the day following the conclusion of the General Assembly).  

Linkage between a Public Section and the Association Executive will be the same as is required of the Catholic Section, and otherwise as the Executive may require for Sections from time to time.  
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